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Dear friends in Christ, 
We’ve been blessed beyond measure with our beautiful campus and facilities. We have trusted God for all 

the resources to support the vision and mission of our church and school. Since the move to our new campus in 
1994, we have had seven capital campaigns, each of them an exercise of faith, and we have seen God do great 
things stretching us and increasing our faith. In our final campaign, we are moving towards eliminating our debt. 
This will free us to fully accomplish our vision of becoming passionate followers of Jesus, making disciples by  
eagerly connecting the community with the faith, hope and love that transforms. 

Three years ago we set out on an unusual and exciting five-year capital campaign called “Moving the  
Mountain.” By faith the congregation decided to have a longer campaign to allow more people to participate.  
I have great news to share with you. We are half-way through our “Moving the Mountain” campaign! In April of 
2015, 155 members pledged a total of $1,597,000 to be given over the 5 years of this campaign. As of the end of 
January 2018, 231 households have given over $1,085,027 to the campaign. Some of that total was from pledges 
and some was from members who did not pledge, but gave anyhow. Our remaining debt is 1.9 million dollars. 

This campaign to eliminate the debt is a means to an end. Its deepest purpose is to be obedient to the vision 
God has given us, strengthening our ability to carry out our church’s mission of connecting the community to 
Christ. I hope that you have been captured by the vision God has planted here and are excited about the plans to 
grow ministry at St. Paul Lutheran and beyond. God invites us to dream big and have the faith of a mustard seed 
and pray about how we can participate in “Moving the Mountain.”  

Since the purpose of the project is deeply spiritual, it is only appropriate that we seek to raise the funds  
necessary to finish the project in a deeply spiritual way. For this reason, this capital campaign is a spiritual journey 
as we join with God in “Moving the Mountain.” Indeed, the whole campaign can be summarized as inviting 
every member of the church to pray a simple prayer on a daily basis: “Dear Lord, what would you do through me 
to accomplish your vision in our church?” and more particularly, “Help me discover a sacrifice that I might make 
for the campaign project, that will be meaningful to me, and hence meaningful to you.”  

Friends, no one is going to tell you what you should give to help finish this campaign. Rather, we’re inviting 
you to discover through prayer what you may give. We don’t want anyone’s decision to be influenced by guilt, 
pressure, or manipulation. We want it to be all about privilege, joy and gratitude. I am deeply grateful to all who 
have been led by God to participate.  

It is possible that you were not able to participate when we started this campaign three years ago. I would 
encourage you to again take this decision to the Lord in prayer.  

Our “Press On To The Goal” event on Sunday, March 4th at 10:00am (only one service that 
day), will give us a great picture of what members are dreaming about for our future ministries. Wear 
your favorite sports jersey or shirt to church. After the service everyone is invited to head over to the 
Athletic Center for food, sports, games, bounce houses, photo booth and more fun for all ages.  

      As the Lord leads you through prayer and your desire is to make a  
commitment for the next two years, we will have commitment cards 
available at church on March 4th for you to fill out. 
      I believe that it will be a very exciting time for all of us, and I 
hope that you do as well. 

In Christ, Pastor Ron Pennekamp 
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If you have faith like a mustard seed,  
you will say to this mountain, ‘Move’ and it will move.” Matthew 17:20 

We are passionate followers of JESUS, making disciples by eagerly connecting the community with the faith, hope, and love that transforms. 
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Why God Gives ImmortalityWhy God Gives ImmortalityWhy God Gives ImmortalityWhy God Gives Immortality    
 
Immortality refers to a perpetual, never-
ending reality. Immortality is eternal life, 
the gift of living forever. It’s one of those 

incomprehensible concepts, like God’s “infinite” love.  
Scientists, futurists, and philosophers have theorized about the immortality of the 

human body. But believers know that mankind’s universal plight, the wages of sin, is 
death.  

Do people lose hope when thinking about death? One study predicted that 
thoughts of death would reduce personal hope for people with low esteem, but not 
high self-esteem, and that this reduction in hope would be enriched or improved by 
promises of immortality. Some psychologists note that literal beliefs about immortality 
help people cope when thinking about death. 

The Gospel writer Matthew records Jesus’ words in the 5th chapter, “Blessed are 
those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. Blessed are the meek, for they shall  
inherit the earth. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they 
shall be satisfied. Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. Blessed are 
the pure in heart, for they shall see God.” 

Here, through the words of the apostle, God encourages His people to consider 
their future, recalling eternal life that is the reward of faith in a Savior, who endured 
death for our immortality. 

With this gift in mind, all Christians can take heart, confident that the gift of God is 
eternal life in Christ. His love is infinite and immortal, even beyond comprehension.  

Completing our lifetime plan for giving today, for blessings to our loved ones and 
ministries tomorrow, is a wonderful way to exalt the Lord, whose love, alone, endures 
forever.  

For more information, contact Jim Pennington, SPLC Gift Planning Counselor, at 
863-370-0305 or james.pennington@lfnd.org.  

March 17thMarch 17thMarch 17thMarch 17th    

Holy Trinity Lutheran  
3712 W. El Prado Blvd.  

Tampa 

Join us at the upcoming 
Florida-Georgia District 
O2 event and help us  
define a Mission Map 
specifically for our  

community. If you have a 
passion to reach those 
outside the church, 

please talk with Pastor 
Andy or Pastor Ron 

about joining us for this 
O2 event. 

Transfer The Blessings 

Your Lifetime Plan for Giving Journey 
Sunday, March 11, 2018  9:45 - 10:45 AM 

St. Paul Lutheran Church, Music Suite 
 

The Lifetime Plan for Giving is a personal spiritual stewardship journey 
designed to guide and educate you through the process of Christian 

estate and gift planning. 
 

What’s in it for you? 
• How can I ensure the gifts I leave behind for my family bless their lives and 
not harm them? 

• How can I ensure the gifts I leave behind bring my family closer together 
rather than cause division? 

• How can I provide for a family member with special needs after I am gone? 

• How can I demonstrate my faith to my family so they see it is real? 
 

Give your loved ones the gift of Peace, Provision, Protection 
and Spiritual Heritage. 

 

If you are unable to attend and would like more information on your Lifetime 
Plan for Giving journey, please contact Jim Pennington,  
SPLC Gift Planning Counselor, at 863-370-0305 or 
james.pennington@lfnd.org. 



Talks with Luther     Vol. 20 
A couple of weeks ago, I had the opportunity to 
preach on God calling us out into the deep water with 
the emphasis on Jonah. As children of God the  
Father, we are to serve Him who loves us every day. 
We should lead a life that is pleasing to God through 
Jesus Christ, our risen Lord and Savior. Every day we 

should set out with the mindset that we are to share the 
saving Gospel of our Lord with the intention of planting the seed to 
make disciples of others. 

I think of this kind-of like what Luther the Dachshund does. Those 
of us who share our lives with dogs know, for the most part, that dogs 
try with all their hearts to please their masters. That is what makes a 
dog man’s best friend. They are pleasers and for the most part, will do 
what they are told and with a glad heart. Luther the Dachshund does fall 
short and when he does and is reminded of it (if you know what I mean), 
he gets upset and gets out of the way. Dachshunds, being as head-
strong as they are, apparently experience this many times in their little 
lives. But so do we…we are sinful beings and try as hard as we might, 
we are not perfect, cannot be perfect and through Jesus Christ, we are 
thankfully forgiven. 

Martin Luther talks at length about our attempts to serve God,  
answer His call and how through forgiveness, we are able to keep going 
through those times when we miss the mark, including deep water  
callings and making disciples of others. 

Luther tells us, “to believe in the forgiveness of sins through Christ 
is the highest article of our faith; and it is true that whoever believes this 
article actually has forgiveness of sins. Therefore Satan tries so hard to 
rob us of this faith. But whoever assents to these thoughts of Satan, by 
which he vexes us in order to deprive us of the hope of forgiveness, 
commits a sin.” 

“In the presence of God all men must lower their plumes and be 
glad they can obtain forgiveness,” continues Luther. “And whatever a 
man may do, let him not think that as long as he lives here on earth, he 
will ever progress beyond the need of this forgiveness. In short, if God 
does not forgive sins without ceasing, we are lost”. 

When God the Father calls you into His service, when He 
calls you out into deep water, know He calls you out to serve 
Him, further His kingdom, serve others and grow you. You 
always have a choice. You have the freedom of will to make a 
decision one way or the other. Prayerfully make the choice you 
are given. God wants you! Serve God and serve others. Show 
kindness in all things, be forgiving as God has forgiven you 
through Jesus Christ; and love one another. Do unto others as 
God has done unto you. 

May you be blessed as you go forth into the days that lie 
ahead. Share the love of God. Luther the Dachshund, I once 
again forgive you. I do wish you would stop it though!! 

In Christ, Chaplain Pete and Little Luther 

High School Youth attending the 2018 FL-GA District  
High School Youth Gathering.  

Wednesday, Mar. 7 “God’s Will & My Response”—Pastor Horsman 

Wednesday, Mar. 14 “God’s Will & My Worldview”—Pastor Pfeffer 

Wednesday, Mar. 21 “God’s Will & My Identity”—Pastor Ritchie 
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY, March 29 @ 7pm  
(WORSHIP w/Communion) 

 

GOOD FRIDAY WORSHIP, March 30 @ 7pm  
 

EASTER EGG HUNT, SATURDAY, March 31 @ 10 am 
 

EASTER SUNDAY, April 1 
7 AM Sunrise Easter Worship (outside) w/Communion 

9 AM Traditional Easter Worship w/Communion 

11 AM Blended Easter Worship w/Communion 

UPDATING PHOTO  
DIRECTORY 
 

We are updating our photo directory and  
have scheduled another photo shoot with 
Lifetouch, next month on April 29 & 30. This  
is for anyone who would like to update their 
picture or who missed out on our last  
photography sessions. All newly photo-
graphed families will receive a FREE 8x10 
photo and everyone who has their photo in 
our directory will receive a FREE updated 
directory. Sign-ups will begin after Easter but 
we need to know if we have at least 18-20 
families interested for the photographers to 
come. If you are interested, please email 
jpearson@stpaullakeland.org or indicate on 
your connect card located in the church pews. 



It’s time to start setting aside your unwanted 
treasures in good condition for our next  

Rummage Sale. Items can be dropped off  
starting Sunday, March 4 and placed on the 

stage behind the curtain.  

Our Touch a Truck event last month was a 
HUGE success! We had over 500 people 
come out and everyone had a wonderful 

Longing for time to slow down, wiggle your 
toes in the sand, and bask in the warmth 
of God’s presence? Join us at SeaSide 

Escape. It’s a beach-themed retreat where 
you’ll experience meaningful Bible study 
and worship, connect with other women, 

and have time for quiet reflection and 
plenty of laughter! 

  

Womens' Retreat 
April 20-22, 2018 

Cedarkirk Camp, Lithia, Florida 
  

Registration forms available soon.  
Contact Kyle Glossick 863-797-5278 or 

Theresa Wilhelm 863-838-2446 

time exploring all the different 
modes of transportation. We 
can’t wait to do it again next 

year so Save the Date for 
our 2nd Annual Touch a Truck on 

January 26, 2019. 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
How often we take for granted those 

whom God places in our lives to help us.  
For instance, Mr. John Shannon served 

the St. Paul congregation in various ways; 
one way was by being a major supporter of 
the Hmong Eggroll fundraisers. John would 
order 12 dozen at a time and give them away 
to people he knew. By supporting us, he not only was able to bless others with our 
eggrolls, but he helped spread the Gospel to other Hmong families in Central Florida.  
I know that without the support of people like John and all of you, we would not be 
able to take ten of our Hmong members to the Multi-Ethnic Symposium this Spring, 
April 27-May 2. We are very appreciative of all the help we get from the St. Paul 
members! We want to thank Jackie Wilhelm and her team of volunteers for their  
support through last year’s rummage sale proceeds which will also assist in our  
Symposium trip. Don’t forget that our next Eggroll Sale is set for March 17.  

It is a heartbreaking time for our St. Paul family as we morn the loss of our dear 
friends who have gone to their heavenly home, but we thank God for the time we 
were given with them here in this place. 

God’s comfort and peace be with you. —Pastor Yang, Hmong Mission Pastor. 

Remembering Our 

Dear Brother John 

EGGROLL SALE 
Saturday, March 17 

To benefit our Hmong Mission. 
Order forms are available at the 

Welcome Center. 

Becky Nelson, Tracy Trinklein, John Shannon & 

Pastor Yang at Feed the Need 2009. 

HEALTHY MARRIAGES 
  

Pastor Andy & his wife Michele are starting up a 

new 3-session class called Healthy Marriages, on 

March 4, 11, & 18, from 5:00-6:15pm in the Fellowship 

Center. If you are interested in joining this class, please sign up on the 

back of the “Welcome Members” card in the pew rack and indicate if 

you will need childcare or email aritchie@stpaullakeland.org. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
    1 

7:15am Men's Group 
9:15 CHAPEL PK 
9:45 CHAPEL ECEC 
5:30 CancerCare 
6pm Church Properties 

6:30 Men’s Bible Study 

2 
 
7pm MS Dance 

3 

 
 

4 
PRESS ON TO 
THE GOAL 

10am WORSHIP - C 

11:30 Lunch & Sports 
5-7pm HS Youth 
5pm Healthy Marriage 
7pm Adult Volleyball 

5 
5pm Spring VB 
6-730 FPU 
6:15 SIS 
6:30 Knitters 
8:30 Young Adult  

Gathering 

6 
9am Heritage 
10:30 Prayer Group 
3:15 Genesis BB 

6:30 Trustees 
 
 

7 
8:25 CHAPEL K-8 
9:15 CHAPEL PK 
9:45 CHAPEL ECEC 
5pm Bells of Joy 
6pm Confirmation 
6:30 Lent Service 
6:30 AL-ANON 
7:30 Choir 

8 
7:15am Men's Group 
8am Rummage Sale  

Set-up 
12pm Ladies Share 
6:30 Katie’s Ladies 
@ Ruby Tuesdays 
6:30 Men’s Bible Study 
7pm Marty’s Men 

9 
8am Rummage Sale  

Set-up 
8:15 PTO Meeting 
11:30 SPLS Dismissal 
 
6-9pm MS Youth 

10 
8am RUMMAGE SALE 

9am Genesis BB 
Games 
 
 

Move  
Clocks 
Ahead 

11 
8:30 WORSHIP -C 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 CG & CM 
9:45 Lifetime Plan 
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP -C 
5pm Healthy Marriage 
5-7pm HS Youth 
7pm Adult Volleyball 

12 
5pm Spring VB 
6-730 FPU 
6:15 SIS 
8:30 Young Adult  

Gathering 

13 
9am Heritage 
10am Prayer Group 
11:30 Lunch Bunch 

@ Lings Buffet 
3:15 Genesis BB 
6:30 Lay Ministers 

14 
8:25 CHAPEL K-8 
5pm Bells of Joy 
6pm Confirmation 
6:30 Lent Service 
6:30 AL-ANON 
7:30 Choir 

15 
7:15am Men's Group 
9:15 CHAPEL PK 
9:45 CHAPEL ECEC 
12pm Ladies Share 
6:30 Theology Pub at 

Cob & Pen 

16 
 
 
 
5-9pm MS Youth 
 
7-9pm Big Band 
Dance Fundraiser 

17 
 

9am Genesis BB 
Games 

10am Koffee Klutch 
 
 
 

2-4pm Eggroll Sale 

18 
 

8:30 WORSHIP 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP 
5pm Healthy Marriage 
5-7pm HS Youth 
7pm Adult Volleyball 

19 
5pm Spring VB 
6-730 FPU 
6:15 SIS 
6:30 Knitters 
8:30 Young Adult  

Gathering 

20 
9am Heritage 
10:30 Prayer Group 
3:15 Genesis BB 
5:30 Endowment Fund 
6:30 School Board 

. 

21 
8:25 CHAPEL K-8 
9:15 CHAPEL PK 
9:45 CHAPEL ECEC 
5pm Bells of Joy 
6pm Confirmation 
6:30 Lent Service 
6:30 AL-ANON 
7:30 Choir 

22 
7:15am Men's Group 
12pm Ladies Share 
6:30 Men’s Bible Study 
7pm Grades 2 & 5  

Musical 

23 
3-6pm FAMILY 
FUN FAIR 

 
 

24 
9am Genesis BB 

Games 

25 
 
 
8:30 WORSHIP -C 

9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 CG & CM 
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP -C 

5-7pm HS Youth 
 

26 
Spring Break 
NO SCHOOL 

ECEC+Kids Club Open 

8am Chess Camp 
12pm Esther Circle 
5pm Spring VB 
6:15 SIS 
8:30 Young Adult  

Gathering 

27 
Spring Break 
NO SCHOOL 

ECEC+Kids Club Open 

 
8am Chess Camp 

9am Heritage 
10:30 Prayer Group 

 

28 
Spring Break 
NO SCHOOL 

ECEC+Kids Club Open 

 
5pm Bells of Joy 
6:30 AL-ANON 
6:30 Choir 

29 
Spring Break 
NO SCHOOL 

ECEC+Kids Club Open 

 
12pm Ladies Share 
7pm Maundy 

Thursday Worship 
w/1st Communion 

30 
Spring Break 
NO SCHOOL 
ECEC+Kids Club 

CLOSED 
Church Office Open 

until 12pm 
7pm Good Friday 

Worship  

31 
10am Easter Egg 

Hunt 

APRIL 
Newsletter articles due. 

BB = Basketball 
C=   Communion 
CG = Community Group 
CM = Children’s Ministry 
ECEC = Early Childhood Enrichment Center 
FPU = Financial Peace University 
HS = High School 
MS = Middle School 
SIS = Sisters in Study 
VB = Volleyball 

CHILDREN’S  BUSY  BAGS 
When you are out shopping, please remember items 

for our younger children that come to church. We are 

in need of coloring books, small reading books,  

crayons and zip type cases for the crayons to fill our 

children's bags. Drop items off at the Welcome Center 

marked "Kyle." Thank you for your generosity! 

EASTER EGG HUNT 
We again need your help with donations for our Easter Egg Hunt. We 
are asking for bags of individually wrapped candy (no chocolate) for 
the St. Paul Easter egg hunt on Saturday, March 31. Please drop off 
donations at the Welcome Center by March 25. Volunteers are needed 
so if you can help, please contact Nick, 863-608-0475 / 
nmoss@stpaullakeland.org. 

BIG BAND DANCE FUNDRAISER 

for St Paul’s School Music Education Program 

Friday, March 16 

7:00-9:00pm 

Fellowship Center 

$5 Donation per person 
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Time: 8:30am & ten47am8:30am & ten47am8:30am & ten47am8:30am & ten47am    
Why:    To help stock the shelves To help stock the shelves To help stock the shelves To help stock the shelves 

of local food banksof local food banksof local food banksof local food banks    
Where:    St. Paul Lutheran ChurchSt. Paul Lutheran ChurchSt. Paul Lutheran ChurchSt. Paul Lutheran Church 

    
Want to help? Contact Tracy, 863Want to help? Contact Tracy, 863Want to help? Contact Tracy, 863Want to help? Contact Tracy, 863----644644644644----7710 /7710 /7710 /7710 /

ttrinklein@stpaulakeland.orgttrinklein@stpaulakeland.orgttrinklein@stpaulakeland.orgttrinklein@stpaulakeland.org    

The purpose of FEED the NEED Lakeland is: 
To create an annual opportunity for the Lakeland community to  

dramatically impact the food pantries of local charities. March 18th is 
our 5th year for Feed the Need. Everyone who attends our 8:30 and 
ten47 services will be given the opportunity, as part of their worship, 

to go to a designated grocery store and shop for food from a  
pre-determined list. Trucks will be on location to take the groceries to 
the local charities. We at St. Paul consider this a great opportunity to 
have a big impact on the local community—to Go and Do. This is an 
inter-generational event where all ages can participate and it makes 

a difference when we go together as a large group.  
Please make plans to attend this event and make a difference. 


